Forcipomyia Meigen, a worldwide genus, is one of the most species-rich in the family Ceratopogonidae, with many species being important pollinators of tropical and subtropical cultivated plants (Winder 1977 , Young 1986 , Martínez et al. 2000 . Borkent and Spinelli (2000) , in their catalog of the New World ceratopogonids south of the United States of America, listed 33 species of subgenus Forcipomyia (Forcipomyia) for the region. Of this number, the following six belong to the Forcipomyia argenteola group, and are mostly distributed in northern South America and Central America: F. argenteola Macfie from eastern Brazil, F. quatei Wirth from USA to northeastern Brazil, F. calatheae Wirth from Dominica, Colombia and eastern Brazil, F. youngi Wirth from Panama, Costa Rica and Ecuador, and F. marini Spinelli and Dippolito and F. uramaensis Spinelli and Dippolito, both from Venezuela. No further species in this group have been subsequently described.
During the past 15 years, several collecting trips to Paraguay and northern Argentina were undertaken, resulting in a large series of adults of the subgenus Forcipomyia (Forcipomyia) deposited in the collection of the Museo de La Plata, Argentina. The purpose of this paper is to give the first results of the study of these new collections, describing a new species and recording for the first time from this area three species of the Forcipomyia argenteola group, as well as to provide an identification key to the seven Neotropical species of the group.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
Specimens were slide mounted in Canada balsam and examined, measured and drawn using a binocular compound microscope with attached camera lucida. Types of the new species are deposited in the collection of the Division Entomología, Museo de La Plata, Argentina (MLP).
Terms for structures follow those used in the Manual of Nearctic Diptera (McAlpine et al. 1981) . Terms for wing veins follow the system of the Manual of Nearctic Diptera, with modifications proposed by Szadziewski (1996) . Diagnosis. Only species of the argenteola group with the hindfemur dark brown except its base and extreme apex pale, and the fore and midfemora with narrow, brown basal rings.
RESULTS

Key to the
Description of male
Head. Dark brown. Eyes bare, broadly abutting medially for length of 5 ommatidia.
Flagellum of antenna ( Fig. 1) brown with plume setae well developed, flagellomeres 1-9 at least partially fused, 10-13 elongate; AR 1.12 (1.07-1.16, n = 11). Palpus (Fig. 2 ) dark brown; third segment moderately swollen at base, progressively tapering, with deep sensory pit at swollen portion opening by rounded pore, segments 4-5 separate; PR 3.44 (2.95-3.71, n = 11).
Thorax. Dark brown. Scutellum with insertions of 15 stout setae, about 15 smaller ones. Legs (Fig. 3) pale brown except coxae and trochanters dark brown, hindfemur dark brown except base and extreme apex paler, hindtibia with subbasal, small dorsal dark spot; base of fore and midfemora brown (more evident on midleg), midtibia with subbasal, very small dark spot; femora and tibia with appresed striated brown scales; ventral palisade setae on tarsomeres 1-3 in all legs; hindtibial spur yellowish, length slightly shorter than width of hindtibia at midlength; hindtibial comb with two rows of spines, apical row with 8-9 spines, subapical row with 12-13 spines; prothoracic TR 0.86 (0.83-0.89, n = 11), mesothoracic TR 0.68 (0.62-0.73, n = 13), metathoracic TR 0.64 (0.59-0.69, n = 13); claws slender, curved; empodia present. Wing (Fig. 4) brownish, with abundant long decumbent macrotrichia, darker anteriorly, small yellow spot at end of costa; first radial cell obliterated, second radial cell well-developed, triangular; wing length 1.42 (1.26-1.54, n = 13) mm; breadth 0.46 (0.40-0.50, n = 13) mm; CR 0.40 (0.39-0.42, n = 13). Halter pale. (Fig. 5) . Tergites 2-7 brown with two lateral yellowish patches, tergite 8 almost entirely yellowish. Genitalia (Fig. 6 ): tergite 9 short, not extending to apex of gonocoxite, posterior margin rounded; cercus short, extending beyond margin of tergite 9; sternite 9 broad, with shallow posteromedial excavation, proximal ½ yellowish, distal ½ dark brown. Gonocoxite moderately stout, 1.9 times longer than greatest breadth, yellowish except mesolateral portion brown; gonostylus pale except broad tip dark brown, slightly shorter than gonocoxite, nearly straight, tip barely curved. Parameres joined at base, fused portion extending to ½ of total length, distal processes narrowing to pointed tip. Aedeagus (Fig. 7) nearly triangular with sharp pointed tip, 1.6 times longer than basal breadth; poorly sclerotized except basal arch, the later low, almost straight; basal arms well developed, directed anterolaterally.
Abdomen
Description of female
Head. dark brown. Antenna with proportions of flagellomeres as shown in Fig. 8 ; flagellomeres 1-8 pale brown, slightly longer than broad, vasiform, flagellomeres 9-13 brown except apices pale; flagellomere 8 slightly shorter than flagellomere 9 (Fig. 9) ; AR 0.81 (0.72-0.87, n = 20). Palpus (Fig. 10) dark brown with third segment, swollen for basal ½ with deep sensory pit near midlength; segments 4, 5 separate, its combined similar in length to segment 3; segment 5 rounded; PR 2.79 (2.57-3.20, n = 15). Mandible poorly developed, without teeth.
Thorax. Dark brown; scutellum with insertions of 15 stout setae, about 20 smaller ones; pleura mainly dark brown with few yellowish areas. Legs pale brown, hindfemur dark brown except base and extreme apex paler, base of fore and midfemora brown, hindtibia with subapical dorsal dark spot, not abutting ventral side; tarsomeres 1-3 with ventral palisade setae in all legs; hindtibial comb with two rows of spines, apical row with 9-10 spines, subapical row with 14-15 spines; prothoracic TR 0.95 (0.78-1.00, n = 20), mesothoracic TR 0.77 (0.70-0.86, n = 19), metathoracic TR 0.71 (0.64-0.79, n = 19); claws curved. Wing (Fig.  10) darker along anterior margin, especially on costa; small pale spot just beyond end of costa; first radial cell obliterated, second well formed, triangular; cubital fork slightly distal to level of end of costa; wing length 1.34 (1.12-1.48, n = 18) mm; breadth 0.58 (0.50-0.66, n = 19) mm; CR 0.42 (0.41-0.43, n = 18). Halter pale.
Abdomen. Brown, covered with abundant narrow striated scales, especially on pleura. Tergites 1-7 dark brown. Segments 8-10 pale brown. Two spermathecae elongate, ovoid without neck, unequal, measuring 91 (80-98, n = 14) by 59 (48-72, n = 14) μ and 77 (70-82 n = 14) by 49 (44-60, n = 14) μ (Fig. 12) . Cercus pale. This new species resembles two species from Venezuela described by Spinelli and Dippolito (1995) , F. (F.) marini and F. (F.) uramaensis. The later species, which is only known from female specimens, shares with F. (F.) donatoi the pigmentation pattern of flagellomeres and abdominal terga, but the spermathecae are larger and lightly sclerotized, the fore and midlegs are entirely yellowish, the hind femur is mostly yellowish with a subapical, broad dark brown ring and the costal ratio is larger. Forcipomyia (F.) marini differs from the new species by the following characters: flagellomeres of female entirely brown, flagellomere 8 slightly longer than flagellomere 9, hindfemur mostly yellowish with a subapical, narrow dark brown ring, pleura mainly yellow, absence of abdominal pattern of pigmentation and gonostylus entirely pale. Wirth, 1982: 576 (female, male redescr., pupa, larva; Belize, Dominica, Costa Rica, Panama, Ecuador, Brazil); Borkent and Spinelli, 2000: 15 (in Neotropical catalog; distrib.) .
Etymology
